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An Analysis on the Performance of Skill during Game Progress by 

Elite Male Table Tennis Player, Ma Lin in the Beijing Olympics 
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Abstract 

Subject of this study was the gold medal winner of men’s singles of table tennis in 

the Beijing Olympic Games 2008. Research scope included all competitors he met in 

all his single games. Three-stage skill record table and zones of scoring point analysis 

table were adopted in this study. Purpose of this study was to reveal Ma Lin’s model of 

success in winning the championship of men’s singles in the table tennis of Olympic 

Games 2008, in order to provide domestic young players with references for training in 

the future. The conclusions were as follow: 

1.In scoring percentage of three-stage skill, Ma Lin’s excellent serve-then-attack 

and receive-then-attack skills played the key role in winning the match, such technique 

and tactics can only be fully played by support of superior service and service return 

skills. Nevertheless, Ma Lin showed his weakness part in the rally. 

2. In using percentage of three-stage skill, when Ma Lin was well-matched with 

his competitors, the using percentage of serve-then-attack decreased, but his rally part 

increased with stronger competitors. Ma Lin’s excellent using percentage in 

receive-then-attack demonstrated the key factor to win the competition. 

3. In zones of scoring points, Ma Lin primarily broke the central position of his 

competitors to catch the best scoring point, shown the shake-hand grip players who 

have obvious weakness in dealing with body-chasing balls. The new rules had not 

influenced players’ changes of falling point tactics, especially when controlling balls to 

the forehand position of the competitor. 

Key words: Ma Lin, table tennis, scoring percentage, using percentage, 

technique and tactics 
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